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Ramdlane Touhami's niew hotelis the stufl of Swiss dreams, but the

serial creatives biggest adventure will always be a summit away

Harns CATERINA LS MASUOLO MINTHE




) amdane Touhami, the Moroccan-

French  creative  emtreprenen,
\ sitring comioriably in his 5 000sqm
+ home-sbsh-office In Paris. Around

him are rows ol !:l.'ll'lk‘-, Ay ol them abadr
alpinism and  anaechism; there are cacalogues,
vintage magazines, ohjects of desive, Japanese
ke anwd moancain posters, and a sign that rewxds
“Dhsnledience is the Trse Foundation of Libery.”
He won't be here for long, however, Tonkghe,
Towtbznnd Is fhying 1o Banghok.... for the weekend. As

I8 tuEns oL, [ar- ||u||:';I -y (rips are hils I||:||_:I_.
1 dome with Europe. | know it froam A o 22 All
the eswrries and all the cirbes. 1 just did wmy borel,™
he says, I referenoe wo the Dred Berge Hotel in
Swilrzerland, “and 'm baying a farm b the Souch
of lualy D afver than 15 Anshed, o done.”™ The
upenring lialkm venmre In gquestion is a 50-hectare
PEGRETTY, & [T of w hlchy e renms om w2
different frlend each year for one euro, “They heve
vk b ok e T Bor Dwo wieeks a vear. This s the
e, he explabns. “My father & a farmer, This ks
py b kgronsd, "o Ry 1o have g frm. 0s jusi
a funny profect.”

Yer, for all his Medervanean hloosd  heving
oty up i the Sowth of France, hls peal passion

lies somewhere between the eanth and the sky.

“Twent to Miirren, population 452, and
[ was speechless. Before I even reached
the hotel, [ knew [ was going to buy it
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culinary  conributons o propase a balaneed,
seasonal menu. The hotel's concierge service offers
sports like skiingg and hiking mails, ennis, and
v, il lebsure activities like paragliding, ourdoor
camping, saun, and cinemea nighrs. A Land Bover
Defender is an hand for regional towrs o explore the
forest roads and lakes.

The cliffside vilkege, locared ar 1 650 meters in
the Bernese Oberland Alps, and which purportedly
inspired panmoramas featured in Lovel of the Rings,
Is several hours from Paris and can be reached by
train and cableway. "I'm very happy: there are no
cars in my village, no pelludon.” Toeuhami says. He
adils char wdday, it's snoswing in Mirren. Ie's mid-
Seprember and this phenomenon has enly ocourred
twice in the past 530 years, Toawhami is visibly curious
about everything and one can practically see his
serpdonin peak when he is caught by surprise. It's
this insariable appetie for disoovery than keeps him
chiving imo projects: a prinn facory, @ podost, books,
magtazings, silk-sereem and design swidios, the aldest
printing facwory in Ewrope, @ mountain clothing
range, videns, bespake jewelry and furmingre, and a
Pariskn eafé. "1 have o really sit e eell you all the
sl we are doing, " he says. “T have no dea.™

The mubtihyphenate explains thae he Is a doer,
fiest and foremast. T think atver. And mamy times |
regret It — b [ don't eare," he adds, paradoxically.
U1 still dio it We see where it takes . Sometimes |

The perpetual climber formally commined 1w his landseape of chodce
winle the purchese of the Dvel Beryge in 20053, He first disoovered the
surroiind bt towan of Wibreen from te Dok The Hisnore of v Mocoamin Ly
e e Elisée Reclus, “He's alsea drofan anavchist ke ||I-.',"-:a_.|1|.n
the eregtive, T kisew 1 wanted 10 bay g hotel = a place where T can go
annl wiork: 2 Bt 1 weenn v Miirren, populacioa 432, aod [ was speechless,
You're dn frong of the oldest mountabe — the ungfrau, the Monck,
the Efger, and a che ened of the valley, the Brebibwoen, ane of the most
bkl momialns." These are the ldghess peaks in Swiczerland and
the valley's water is reportedly the purest n the waeld. “Before | even
reschied the hotel, | kmsew L wses golng o by " savs Toukarml. ) didan'
care abwoun the price, the skee, whatever. | bowgha i soralghi spaay

He et gur to penovare the bublding - wiich dares back ve 1907 - Ly
creating a graphic redesign in bright coloes. There |
Swiss woodwork and vinage furninere thar gives guesis the impression
of belng In @ clnemaic hubble, Touksmd bnagined e 19 rocms and

ihuncance of

auires with «

g eberall, from the menogrammed Hnen sheess 1o
the bathroom amenies infused with Drel Berge's bespoke scem. The
U offers trahional moumtaln cusine revisihed by [apanese At ¢
chel Byotaro Eobeyashl. Swiss food & infused with Tallan and Asian cordrifutions
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-\.I-.:;:-1|:|:' culjaiy, sonsetinies 1ersh il, LN T BT Ee
1 keep b Sometines people are scared about fallligs
anel everything, oo wed, I part of the thing. ['ve
fabled nziry tmes and Pve succeeded many doses
1 ke whve Txaliamwee oof dtand 1 deaen a kot from boghl™
Touhami renmlig insackdide Lefore his self-made
buffer af creariviry., So whan drives i Boredom?
Curlogivy ¥ An exrraordinarily shor anention span?
“There's a polical thing,™ be staes, "Flest, o be
alile 1o shonw that p|_||||||,- like me can make i Also,
there's this fght #bour were. | want w show thar
people lke me can have a parveular mste, Eorope,
especkally, decided the wste of the planer. Telling
the warld: *We are the ones whao heve the 1asie, you
puys follew.” Crearivity — like love = in's a bourgeoks
I.ll|IL'|.'|.l|. v to show that |II'I.I|IIL Hke e, ol Arah
orkgn growing up in Frasce, from g poor Gamily,
can have a different way 1o say itand di things,"
The serial CRUTEPRTEner ey hawe sorme 3 |:||.'|l||||.'
'ul.l;l'b:.l'lél_ fiowr T, haar fee B 2 one=man dhowr. “li%e a
real dictarorship. [ dechde everything," he says with
a grim, “If soane peaple want o brimg their ke, they

-t

“Furope,
especially,
decided the taste
of the planet.
Creativity, its

a bourgeois
concept. [ want {o
show that people
like me, of Arab
Origin growing up
in France, from a
hoor family, can
1ave a different _
way to do things

are mare than weleome o, b [ harely listen 1o them.
["'m noa incerested. It's horrible oo say, bag I'm imerested
omly in dobng my ideas, not ather peaple’s, 1 they wan o
create an idea and s good, 1say, “Guys = st vour own
thing, 1 will help vou"™ Touhami recalls a eollaboration
where he “gave the keys o somenne™ and was len
behind. "1 hawve a hig paranoia tor that, so [ prefer to do
1wy o ching. [e's e lide T wami w ovwn my ideas and
prodisce therm, Peaple may tell me, “You've going 1o make
muistakes,' but please, 1 want mistakes because 1 kearn
from them, and [ assume then 100%. I fangastice.™

Touhamis pas creative endeavors Span SITCETWERT, 3 OOA0epI
store, and beaury. He garnered Intermational stention for successhully
relnanching the ancient Frencly cadle lowse Trudon and, b pardealar,
for revampdng the centuries-ald beany Lrand Odffichse Universelle
Ruily abongside his wife, Victedre de Talllac, The company was sokd o
IV BAH i 2021, i he achodes thet e cidin®t cajoy working with his
slgnbficant mber. “We did iased §adidin®t Bke i Actsally, the reason |
sold Baby wis thae. [ didn®n want ve work with her anynsore,™ he says af
Dy Tabllae, whe bs curvency e director of lmage and conmnudearion
wl Buby, It conmandnates the whole thing = che whole family thing.
Afterwards, we only talked abow that. | have advice o give amone:
Proimt woorek wleh youer welfe. "

[he vawr, who are very much wgether, share three yourg acd
children. Touharmi savs s danghier just called from Tokyo, asking him
1o help her purchase a Comme des Garcons Jackes. s a very funmny
thdrg,” he puses, = These was not 3 single mement i my lfe where |
dhouygia one day, | will send money ooy davghiner o shopgg in Tokyo
when she stiys b my aparment. | mean, never by my mind,” He goes
af 1o deseribe the blessing of havirgg 2 close-kndn Gamlly aned feeling like
“rhis crazy diad who ook them o lve all over the world." Lite, he sns, Is
apourrey — for him and for his childeen. 1 deearm w be my kid, acoally.
What was I!II:|":|J earm when [ was VIR 10" g Dive Jike them." 0
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